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Minister urges industry to back
farmer producer organisations

OUR BUREAU

| New Delhi, September 27

The government has sought the
participation of the private sec-
tor in supporting farmer produ-
cer organisations (FPOs) and
linking them with market, Agri-

culture Minister Radha Mohan

Singh said on Thursday.
“While many State govern-
ments and even the private sec-

{ tor is supporting FPOs, we need

to expedite these efforts. We re-

cently called a meeting for the
same in the ministry, which was

attended by top private players
including Haldiram’s and ITC,"
Singh said while participating in
an Assocham event.

The National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development
(Nabard) is already supporting
over 4,000 FPOs across the coun-

3o

Farmers cannot get adequate
price for their produce without -
value addition and focusing on
value addition, processing, end-
to-end management, input and.

output management, and mar-

i keting would go a long way in
| realising the government's com-

! mitment to increasing farmers’

Union Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh’

‘income, he remarked. Uday Ku-
mar Varma, Assoch'al’n-Secie% '
~_General, in his speech said fo

“'value chains can be more effect-

ive when enterprises involved in
value chain can agree on a set of
mission values like farm viabil-
ity, farm-Jand preservation, ac-
cess to healthy food along with
sustainable - production prac-

‘tices and set of shared opera-

tional values such as accountab-

lity, longterm ‘commitment,
_open and on-going communica-
tion and transparency, and use

them as a means to differentiate
and add value to the products
theyare offering to their custom-
ers/consumers. '
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Farmers at least know

 of agri schemes, if not

my name: Minister

Agriculture Minister Radha
Mohan Singh said on
Thursday farmers across the
country are at least aware of
agricultural schemesinthe
current government,

if not his name. He said the
situation was not so during
the previous regime.
Attacking the previous
government for neglecting
the farming community,
Singh said the NDA
governmenton the other
hand has given top priority
towelfare of farmers, and
therefore raised substantially
the budgetallocationto

© z2m0billionin the lastfour -
years. : PTI«
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The budget allocated by the previous government

for the agriculture sector was only ¥1,21,000 crore

for five years. Whereas, our government has
allocated ¥2,11,000 crore in last four years alone
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Radha Mohan Singh, agriculture minister
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